
 

 
 
 
 
 
To: United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) March 26, 2020 
 Accredited Certifying Agents 
 
Dear USDA Accredited, Certifying Agent: 
 
The following information has been assembled in order to verify the current organic status of the 
pheromone mating disruption product, ISOMATE® FBW Ring, U.S. EPA Reg. No. 53575-45. 
This product fully meets the current National Organic Program (NOP) rules as a crop input for 
organic farming operations as determined by the U.S. EPA. All of the ingredients contained in 
this product qualify under the current NOP rules for organic crop production. The pheromone 
active ingredient qualifies under the NOP at 7 CFR Part 205.601 (f) "as insect management, 
pheromones." All other (inert) ingredients contained in the product are EPA List 3 materials that 
are allowed as inert ingredients under the NOP as per 7 CFR Part 205.601, paragraph (m), subpart 
(2) as follows: 
 

(m) As synthetic inert ingredients as classified by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), for use with nonsynthetic substances or synthetic substances listed in this section 
and used as an active pesticide ingredient in accordance with any limitations on the use 
of such substances. 

(2) EPA List 3 - Inerts of unknown toxicity - for use only in passive pheromone dispensers. 
 
This product has been reviewed and approved for organic use by the reputable third party: the 
U.S. EPA. Attachment A is a copy of the EPA’s National Organic Program (NOP) review 
standards. This memo gives guidance on the U.S. EPA’s role to assist the USDA by reviewing 
pesticides for compliance under the NOP’s guidelines. When a pesticide is in compliance, then its 
label is allowed to use the official "For Organic Production" logo that identifies the pesticide as 
allowable for organic use. Attachment B is the current label for the product with this logo. 
 
The attached memo and label should assure any USDA accredited organic certifier that the 
pheromone mating disruption product, ISOMATE FBW Ring, is currently fully cleared for use 
on organic farms. If you have any questions, please contact me at my email below. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
 
Kathy A. Bolan 
Regulatory Consultant/US Agent, Pacific Biocontrol 
575 Viewridge Dr., Angwin, CA 94508 
Phone: (707) 337-9801 
E-mail: kbolan@pacificbiocontrol.com 

14615 NE 13th Court, Suite A 
Vancouver, WA  98685 

360-571-2247 



EPA’s National Organic Program 
 
EPA’s National Organic Program (NOP) was created to assist USDA’s NOP in an effort “to facilitate 
commerce in food that is organically produced.”  EPA’s participation is based on the understanding that 
organic agriculture also advances its own mission – “to protect human health and the environment.”  
Specifically, EPA notes that pesticides allowed for organic use generally confer reduced risks to 
agricultural workers, consumers, and the environment. 
 
The EPA NOP assists USDA by reviewing pesticides for compliance with the National Organic 
Standards established by USDA and by providing clear identification on pesticide labels of pesticide 
products allowable for organic use.  EPA’s program facilitates organic reviews for registrants, and 
provides distinct marketing advantages to pesticides whose labels indicate compliance with NOP 
standards. Moreover, EPA NOP’s work makes it easier for agricultural workers to make organic 
determinations in the marketplace, and it allows USDA Organic Certifiers to more easily validate 
organic claims.  Programmatic details of EPA NOP’s work can be found in the following attached 
Pesticide Registration Notice: http://www.epa.gov/PR_Notices/pr2003-1.pdf 
   
EPA NOP assists USDA NOP in other less obvious ways as well: 
§ EPA NOP provides scientific and technical consultation to USDA NOP regarding the character of 

pesticidal ingredients, with particular regard to human toxicology and ecological effect. 
§ EPA NOP provides USDA NOP with an expert review process that allows certifiers and consumers 

a measure of confidence in the bona fides of organic products. 
§ EPA NOP provides USDA NOP expedited reviews and consultation in cases that involve emergency 

exemptions, special local needs, or other unique circumstances. 
§ EPA NOP corresponds regularly with USDA certifiers (and third part certifiers) to help assure the 

integrity of organic claims made by pesticide products used in agricultural production. 
 
A summary of EPA’s NOP ‘Review Standards’ provides a snapshot of its work: 
§ EPA NOP reviews all NOP pesticide applications for compliance with PR Notice 2003-1 and 7 CFR 

Part 205.  In doing this, EPA NOP considers: 1) the acceptability of the formulation(s) and 
manufacturing processes; 2)  the appropriateness of the use pattern with regard to agricultural scope; 
and 3) the acceptability of the formulation and use vis-à-vis the ‘Evaluation Criteria’ laid out in 7 
CFR Part 205.600.       

§ EPA NOP reviews active ingredients to assure that they are either non-synthetic and/or that they are 
unambiguously allowed per the National List. 

§ EPA NOP reviews all inert ingredients to assure that they are in compliance with USDA’s 
regulations and policies for inert ingredients allowable for organic production.  Generally, inert 
ingredients found on EPA’s List 4 of inerts prove eligible for organic use.  EPA’s List 4 is published 
on the EPA website at http://www.epa.gov/opprd001/inerts/lists.html.  (Notably, some inert 
ingredients have been removed from EPA’s List 4 since it was posted in August 2004, and EPA 
continues to revise its listing of inert ingredients.)  

§ EPA NOP requires organic review for all pesticide labels that make third party certification claims.   
§ EPA NOP reviews all NOP pesticide labels to assure that they contain only NOP approved language. 
 
EPA’s National Organic Program Contact Information: 
  Chris Pfeifer 
  Organic Labeling Liaison,  
  Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division, EPA 
  Ph# 703-308-0031 
  Email:  pfeifer.chris@epa.gov 
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